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“T know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that He is 
able to keep that which I have committed unto Him against that day. 
For I am persuaded that neither death nor life . . . shall be able to 
separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus, our Lord.” 
This is the bold language that St. Paul employs to testify to the 
positive conviction of his saving belief. And with him every honest 
Christian who bases his faith on the infallible Bible and the merit 
of Christ, especially after celebrating the glorious resurrection of 
his victorious Savior,«should be so dauntless as to defy every assault 
of unbelief, and to laugh in disdain at the Prince of Hell and all 
his ignominious legions. For our Christian belief is an absolute and 
unerring certainty. é 

Many, however, who have been removed from the sure foundation 
of God’s inspired Word, and consequently been deprived of a stead-: 
fast heart, fault us for being so positive in our Christian conviction. 
They declare that such a bold language is very indiscreet, and alto- 
gether unauthorized. The dignified wiseacres of this stamp lower 
Christianity to the same level of false religions, and conclude: since 
the Jew professes to have the only true God, and pronounces the 
Nazarene to be the greatest impostor ever brought forth; and since 
the Moslem maintains Allah to be God, and Mohammedshis prophet, 
and the Koran the only safe guide to the blessed abodes of eternity; 
and if the orthodox Christian wishes to assert that the Bible is the 
infallible Word of God and Jesus Christ the only Redeemer of man- 
kind: —then, they say, not only the Jew and Mohammedan, but 
likewise the Christian must be constrained to admit the possibility 
of being in error. What a miserable religion would ours be, however, 
if we had to make such a concession! If these skeptics were right, 
we would be shipwrecked mariners upon the tempestuous sea of life, 
tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine; the 
billows of doubt and misgivings would cover the ship of our faith; 
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the reliable beacon of Scripture would become dim and dark; the 
anchor of our Christian hope would be lost; and the abyss of despair. 
would open to devour us to eternal ruin. Concede that our faith 
and hope might be built on the quicksand of human opinion, and 
our professions of a crucified Lord must be timid and faint indeed. 

We do not only maintain, however, that our doctrines are un- 
failing verities, but we claim to have every reasonable right and the 
duty to demand of every unbeliever to submit to the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ as to the only saving truth. In our epistle we find two reasons 
why we should do so. 


WHY SHOULD WE CHEERFULLY URGE THE ENTIRE WORLD 
TO BELIEVE IN CHRIST JESUS, THE SON OF GOD? 


1. Because this faith alone is the victory that overcometh the 


world; 
2. Because this faith has the testimony of the Triune God. 


a: 

Our text speaks of two great kingdoms. Into the one every one 
is born by nature— it is “the world;” to the other belongs “what- 
soever is born of God.” “The world” comprises all unbelievers, no 
matter whether they be the scum of human society, the stigmatized 
publicans and sinners, or the indifferent, or the lauded and honored 
self-righteous Pharisees. . Lord and supreme tyrant of the world is 
Satan, the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh 
in the children of disobedience, and who unceasingly prompts them 
on to falsehoods and deceptions, sins and vices, and so leads them 
to death and eternal damnation.—In opposition to this hideous 
kingdom of the world is another realm, which has nothing in common 
with the former, whose happy subjects are serving a mightier King, 
one who has demonstrated Himself to be the victorious conqueror 
over Satan and the mighty Savior from his condemning power. “This 
is He that came by water and blood, even Jesus Christ; not by water 
only, but by water and blood.” 

Jesus came to destroy Satan and his kingdom. He came, as it 
was prophesied ever since the fall of man, with the firm, outspoken 
resolve to bruise the head of the Serpent. “By the water.” At His 
baptism our Substitute stepped before the blaspheming Philistine to 
challenge him to the decisive combat, saying: “Thus it becometh us 
to fulfill all righteousness.” Here Christ publicly entered upon His 
Messianic work with the declared purpose of fulfilling our righteous- 
ness, of working out our redemption, of conquering the god of this 
world, and of liberating us out of his fatal bonds and shackles. 
Satan knew that his dominion was in danger. For hardly had Christ 
stepped out of the water when the tempter summoned up all his 
craft and cunning, and came to Jesus in the wilderness, in order 
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to undo Him. For three years did this strong man armed endeavor 
to keep his palace, instigating his willing vassals by treacherous 
machinations to frustrate the plan of the Messiah and by any 
means, if possible, to win the day. And every defeat the prince of 
this world sustained inflamed him to greater fury and more restless 
activity. The outcome of this combat was a complete victory for 
our Redeemer. For Christ did not only come “by water,” but also 
“by blood.’ It was His blood that flowed in Gethsemane when the 
spirits of darkness arose to torment His precious soul even unto 
death. His innocent blood was spilled when the sons. of Belial 
condemned Him to die the death of a malefactor, when they pierced 
His wounded head with a cruel crown of thorns and His hands and 
feet with the nails on the accursed tree, and opened His side with 
a spear to evidence that the Prince of Life was in the cold embrace 
of death. When this was done, the Philistines in the bowels of hell, 
rattling their eternal chains, shrieked in victory. They considered 
the battle won. But our mighty Samson had only laid Himself 
asleep in the Gaza of this world in order to carry away in triumph 
the very gates of death and hell. And having spoiled principalities 
and powers, He made a show of them openly, triumphing over them _ 
in it. Thus did Jesus Christ come by water and blood and gain the 
victory that overcometh the world. 

In this bitter combat, however, against the world and its prince 
Jesus was our substitute. He fought with Satan in order to redeem 
us lost and condemned creatures from all sins, from death, and 
from the power of the devil. His battle was ours. Ours is, therefore, 
also the victory. With St. Paul we can jubilate: “Thanks be to 
God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ!” 
Although this victory was gained for all lost mankind, yet there are 
countless multitudes that despise it, and deny the Lord that bought 
them. But they that are born of God have appropriated the victory 
of Christ by their faith in Him, as our text declares: “For whatsoever 
is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that 
overcometh the world, even our faith.” This is, indeed, a glorious 
truth to contemplate, that our faith in Christ Jesus transposes us 
from the thraldom of Satan into the glorious liberty of the Savior’s 
kingdom, that our faith in Jesus makes us the triumphant con- 
querors of the world, of sin, death, and damnation, and that it 
reinstates us as the blessed heirs to royal estates and dignities in 
the realms eternal. 

This faith, and this faith alone, gives us the victory over the 
world. Or is there any other power on earth that could deliver us 
from this kingdom of darkness and death? What human power 
could overcome the devil, this strong man armed that keepeth his 
palace? Who could take from him all his armor and liberate his 
hell-bound prisoners from their eternal bonds and fetters? What 


52 SERMON ON THE EPISTLE 

' \ 
human genius would be keen enough to baffle the artifice of that 
cunning serpent? Would all the treasures of the earth be sufficient 
to give in exchange for one soul? Is there an invention possible to 
overcome death, to bolt the gates of hell, and to unlock the portals 
of heaven? Ho, ye unbelievers, show us a deliverance from this 
desperate condition! Show us a way to eternal victory! Here un- 
belief answers with an eternal silence. Reject the victory of the 
Savior, and there is none to deliver. This is what our text con- 
firms when it says: “Who is he that overcometh the world, but he 
that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?... He that hath the 
Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.” 
Jesus Himself testifies: “He that believeth on the Son hath ever- 
lasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life, 
but the wrath of God abideth on him.” 
But since this is the unalterable verdict of God’s infallible 
Word, and the unalterable decree of the Supreme Judge, that our 
faith in Jesus, the Son of God, alone gives us the victory over the 
world: then, why should we be timid in confronting unbelief? Why 
should we not be eager to convince the doomed children of this 
world that their unbelief is the extremity of folly? Therefore, let 


us cheerfully urge the entire world to believe in Christ Jesus, the — 


Son of God, because this faith alone is the victory that overcometh 
. the world. 

This is not the only reason, however, that our text advances 
to encourage us in this exhortation. We should be so cheerful in 
calling upon all mankind to believe in the Redeemer also for the 
reason that this faith enjoys the testimony of the Triune God. 


2. 

When the apostle says: “We receive the witness of men,” he 
states a proposition that men receive universally. This is such a 
general axiom upon which reasonable men act, no matter what their 
position in life, or their religious conviction may be. That an 
Alexander the Great, a Napoleon, a Bismarck, a George Washing- 
ton once lived, that they have carried on great wars, won victories, 
and attained astounding achievements, we believe, because we re- 
ceive the witness of men. All the historical events that ever tran- 
spired on this earth we know and accept according to the testimony 
of reliable historians. And if an historical occurrence is described 
by eye-witnesses who by common consent are known to be perfectly 
truthful, we would be most unreasonable in rejecting their unim- 


peachable testimony. So in history, in geography, in business, in 


all the sciences, and in every relation of man with man we receive 
the witness of men. 

But if this axiom is accepted and acted upon everywhere else, 
why should it not apply just as well in matters that pertain to our 
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Christian faith? Our faith has the testimony of the most reliable 
witnesses. Matthew, Mark, Luke, St. Paul, and the rest of the Old 
and New Testament writers, considering them merely as historical 
authors, are men whose veracity cannot be impeached. They have 
seen and heard those things upon which we base our faith. ‘They 
wrote at a time when it would not have been difficult to refute their 
statements. They used their pen for a cause that meant no temporal 
gain for them. They directed their endeavors against men of 
power and highest. authority in the Church and in the State, who 
“threatened them that they speak henceforth to no man in this 
name;” but as to the statements of these witnesses, “they could say 
nothing against it.” They were the witnesses appointed by Christ 
Himself, when He said: “Thus it is written, and thus it behooved 
Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day: and that 
repentance and remission of sins should be,preached in His name 
among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. And ye are witnesses 
of these things.” And St. Peter, preaching the risen Savior to Cor- 
nelius, declares: “And we are witnesses of all things which He did 
both in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem . . . witnesses chosen 
before God... who did eat and drink with Him after He rose from 
the dead.” And the penman of our text writes in the introduction 
of this epistle: “That which was from the beginning, which we have 
heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, 
‘and our hands have handled . . . declare we unto you.” Knowing that 
our Christian faith rests on the certain evidences of such writers, we 
can cheerfully urge all the world to believe in Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God. 
This, however, is not really the point that St. John wishes to 
impress. Taking the axiom that we receive the witness of men for 
granted, he proceeds to adduce a still better authority, and a truly 
overwhelming testimony to evidence the firm reliability of our faith. 
For we read: “If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God 
is greater; for this is the witness of God which He hath testified of 
His Son. For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, 
the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one. And there 
are three that bear witness in earth: the spirit, and the water, and 
the blood: and these three agree in one (eis to &v eiow). And it is 
the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is truth.” Here 
the apostle states that those facts and occurrences which are our 
Christian belief are attested to by the Triune God Himself, At 
Christ’s baptism God the Father most solemnly testified that this 
Jesus of Nazareth in the Jordan river was His beloved Son in whom 
He is well pleased. And by raising this Jesus, who had proclaimed 
Himself to be the only Savior of mankind, from the dead, the Father 
published to the whole world that this Nazarene was the Christ, the 
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Son of God, and that His doctrines were infallible truth. At the 
water of His baptism Christ declared Himself to be the Messiah, 
saying: “Thus it becometh us to fulfill all righteousness.” Even 
during His great passion, when the high priest adjured Him by the 
living God to tell whether He was the Christ, the Son of God, He © 
answered: “Thou hast said.” And His testimony on Calvary con- 
verted the malefactor on the cross, led the centurion to confess, 
_“Tyuly, this man was the Son of God,” and so overwhelmed all the 
people that came together to that sight, beholding the things that 
were done, that they smote their breasts and returned. “And it is 
the Spirit that beareth witness.” “He shall testify of me,” says 
Christ. He did testify at Christ’s baptism when He descended like 
a dove and abode upon Him. And to-day He bears record for our 
faith. Let His inspired Word be read or heard, and it proceeds with 
a force and power unparalleled in the universe. When the voice of 
the Almighty has spoken, no human being can resist it without feeling 
that condemnation has already set in. For the Word of God is quick 
and powerful and sharper than any two-edged sword. The Gospel 
is a power of God. If a guilty sinner hears the glad tidings of the 
grace of \God in Christ Jesus, he cannot disregard it without the 
certain knowledge of excluding himself from eternal happiness. So 
the Triune God is a witness in behalf of our Christian faith. 

Who, then, has the temerity not to accept this witness? Who 
will perpetrate the folly of renouncing faith in the only Savior, when 
God Himself bears record as to its reliability? “He that believeth 
on the Son of God,” says the text, “hath the witness in himself; he 
that believeth not God hath made Him a liar, because he believeth 
not the record that God gave of His Son.” 

If, therefore, the children of this world have the audacity to 
urge their ruinous unbelief upon their fellowmen, though history, 
truth, and right reason stigmatize it as false; though it contradicts 
the witness of the highest authority, makes God a liar, and plunges 
men into eternal damnation: should we Christians hesitate to step 
before mankind with our saving faith? Should we be ashamed of 
a faith that enjoys the corroboration of history, of truth, of right 
reason, that has the testimony of the only true God on its side, and 
that gives us the victory that overcometh the world? Should we not 
cheerfully urge the whole world to let go their damnable unbelief, 
and in true faith to embrace the crucified and risen Christ, the Son — 
of God, as their only salvation?— Up, then, my fellow-Christians, 
let us unfurl the banner of the glorious Gospel, and carry it to the 
remotest corners of the earth to the salvation of many sin-stained, 
hell-bound, blood-bought souls! Let us do this so cheerfully, since 
we know that our faith alone is the victory that overeometh the 
world, and that it has the testimony of the Triune God. Amen. 

H. W. Barres. 
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Sermon on 1 Pet. 1, 3—16. 


BELOVED In CHRIST: — 

Observing people in daily life, we find a great difference amongst 
them. There are millions that live on earth at the same time, yet 
among these millions you will not find two alike. Observe the 
facial expression, the outward looks of people, is it not strange that 
you will not find two people alike in all respects? There may be 
some similarity between persons; you may often correctly say, This 
person reminds me of another. One may bear some resemblance to 
another. Nevertheless, you will not find two fully alike. And taking — 
into consideration man in his health, wealth, power, wisdom, natural 
talents, ete., it stands as a true and undeniable fact that there is a 
great difference in mankind among the thousands and millions 
on earth. : 

What about man, however, as he is by nature in the sight of 
God? There Scripture reveals another undeniable fact: “There is 
no difference; for all have sinned and come short of the glory of 
God.” Read with respect to this Rom. 3, 9—18. It seems as if the 
apostle cannot find words enough to express the fact that by nature 
all men are alike in the sight of God: They are all sinners. “We 
are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as 
filthy rags.” 

And yet, beloved, even in the sight of God there 7s a difference 
among people as they walk the path of life. Think not that this is 
teaching a doctrine in contradiction to Seripture, a doctrine which 
we or I substitute over against the plain truth of the Bible. That | 
there is a great difference in mankind, even in the sight of God, is 
again nothing but scriptural truth. Hearken unto the words of our 
Lord! He declares: “Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, baptiz- 
ing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but 
he that believeth not shall be damned.” Mark the difference: believ- 
ing and unbelieving! Matt. 7, 13 the Lord says: “Enter ye in at 
the strait gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leadeth 
unto destruction, and many there be which go in thereat; because — 
strait is the gate and narrow the way which leadeth unto life, and 
few there be that find it.” The apostles also mention this difference. 
They speak of children of wrath and children of grace; of children 
of obedience and children of disobedience; of children of darkness 
and children of light. Furthermore, even of the very same persons 
Paul says that they in time past were darkness, but now they are a 
light in the Lord. Peter, speaking of the Christians, says: “Which 
in time past were not a people, but now are a people; which had not 
obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.” 

It is of the greatest importance, therefore, for every one to 
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know to which class he belongs. Are you a child of grace or of 
wrath? Are you in the kingdom of Christ, or may Satan still justly 
claim you as his own? In other words, Are you a Christian or not? 
‚In order to lend you a helping hand towards finding a correct answer. 
to this all-important aie: permit me to-day to ate your atten- 


tion to 
TRUE CHRISTIANITY. 


de What is true Christianity? © 
2. Whence does it come? 
3. Whither does it lead? 


1. 

What is true Christianity? This is a question of vital im- 
portance. And yet, many fail to give a correct answer to this 
question; indeed, they never stop to think about this question. There 
are but few who deny all hopes of eternal bliss, but few who would 
not be Christians. But whether or not they are heirs of heaven, 
having been reconciled to their Creator, whether or not they are on 
the way to heaven, whether they are children of God and, conse- 
quently, Christians, this is to them a matter of little significance. 
They have things more important to think and speak about, e. g.: 
What must Ido to earn my living, aye, to become rich, to enjoy life, 
to gain fame and renown? Such and similar questions take up their 
time. , Their hearts crave for the things of this world. Looking to 
their spiritual welfare, caring for their soul, seeking advice in 
Scripture, reading the Bible, worshiping in the house of God, this 
is—wasting time! And yet, ask such people whether they are 
Christians or not, and they will answer, Why should I not be as good 
a Christian as many others? These are surely deceiving themselves. 
Of such people, “whose God is their belly, who mind earthly things,” 
St. Paul testifies that they are “enemies of the cross of Christ, whose 
end is destruction.” 

There are others who not only profess to be Christians, whilst 
their deeds testify to the contrary, nay, they would really be and act 
as Christians. Being questioned whether they are Christians, they 
will argue in this wise: Why should I not be a Christian? Can 
you say of me that I am living a sinful life? Have you ever heard 
me speak evil words, such as cursing, swearing, slandering, and the 
like? Can you accuse me of having harmed my neighbor, my fellow- 
man? I am no murderer, thief, robber, or the like. On the other 
hand, I am endeavoring to live the life of a just man. I try to do 
right to everybody. And what is more, you can find me attending 
the services regularly; I read my Bible at home and say my prayers; 
I try to help my fellowmen in various ways; I show love and am 
charitable toward the needy; many are the good deeds and works 
that I have already done; yes, I try to live a holy life, showing love 
towards God and man! Why should I not be a true Christian? — 


/ 
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It is true, such a life is surely more beneficial to the world about us 
than a life of sin and shame. It would be of great benefit to mankind 
in general if all men would try. to live such a righteous life. And 
yet we again ask, Is that true Christianity when ‘a man tries to be 
a Christian by leading a righteous life? Putting faith in your own 
works and deeds, placing the hope of eternal life on your own pious 
life, is this true Christianity? Indeed not! That is not Christianity, 
it is heathenism. / . 

Let us search the Scripture with regard to this point. St. Paul 
surely was a good Christian. He rests assured that nothing in this 
world nor in the world to come will separate him from the love of 
God which is in Christ Jesus. What does he confess of himself? 
1 Cor. 4, 4 he writes: “For I know nothing by myself” (meaning 
to say, as the context shows: I do not know in what respect I should 
have acted as an unfaithful steward). And still he proceeds: “Yet 
I am not hereby justified.” The Psalmist prays: “Enter not into 
judgment with Thy servant; for in Thy sight shall no man living 


be justified.” It will not do to live in accordance with the Word of 


God in some points. “Whosoever shall keep the whole Law, and yet 
offend in one point, he is guilty of all.” “Be ye perfect, even as your 
Father which is in heaven is perfect.” We read of one standing in 
the temple and praying thus with himself: “God, I thank Thee 
that I am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or 
even as this publican. I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all 
that I possess,” while the publican who was standing afar off and 
would not even lift up his eyes unto heaven, said: “God, be merciful 
to me a sinner!” And what was Christ’s verdict regarding these two 
men? “I tell you,” He assures us, “this man (the publican) went 
down to his housé justified rather than the other; for every one that 
exalteth himself shall be abased, and he that humbleth himself shall 
be exalted.” Mark well the words of this our infallible Teacher and 
Savior: Every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; every one 
that humbleth himself, however, shall be exalted. Not exalting but 
humbling yourself is the way to true Christianity. Is it not just 
this truth to which we are directed in the words of our text? (V. 3.) 
The apostle does not say: Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ because the life we have lived in His sight is such 
that He must necessarily acknowledge us as Christians, for from our 
youth up we have proved ourselves worthy of His salvation. In 
y. 14 he, moreover, reminds his readers of their former life and 
admonishes them not to fashion themselves according to the former 
lusts in their ignorance. Their life had been a life of ignorance, a 
life in the lusts of the flesh, a life in sin and iniquity. 

'This, then, is the first step we must take towards true Chris- 
tianity, viz., acknowledging ourselves sinners, poor sinful beings, 
who never could inherit heaven by own works. . As did the publican, 
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so you must fable yourself before your heavenly Father and con- 
fess: I am a sinner. As did the prodigal son on his return, so you, 
too, must go to your Father and with sincerity of heart say: “Father, 
I have sinned sees heaven and before Thee; I am not worthy to 
be called Thy son.” 

This is the first step, mark well: the first step. But do not go 
on now and say: Because I am so great a sinner, there is, alas, no 
hope for me! My sins are too numerous! My iniquity is too great 
to be forgiven. Thus Cain spoke. He made a second step, but in 
a wrong direction. The publican, too, makes a second step, but in 
an entirely different direction. After aelnowledeins that he is a 
sinner, he turns to his Father in heaven and says: “God, be merciful 
to me!” The prodigal son also puts faith in his father, saying: 
“J will go to my father.” Likewise St. Peter in our text points the 
sinners to their heavenly Father, reminding them of His mercy, His 
abundant mercy and grace.— This, then, is the second step toward 
true Christianity: Turn to your heavenly Father and pray: Father, 
be merciful unto me! Enter not into judgment with Thy servant; 
I am as an unclean thing. Father, I pray Thee, have mercy! I know 
Thou hast no pleasure in the death of the wicked. Thou hast so 
loved the world that Thou gavest Thine only-begotten Son, that all 
who believe in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
Therefore: 


Just as I am, without one plea 

But that Thy blood was shed for me, 
And that Thou bidst me come to Thee, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

This is true Christianity. 

Tf such faith is implanted into the heart of man, will he then 
go on and say: God is gracious; with Him there is mercy and for- 
giveness, so there is no need of my living a Christian life; I can 
live just as I please, and as for my sins, why, I will trust in God’s 
merey!? A true Christian will never speak thus. On the contrary, 
this is what he will say: God is gracious; I have experienced His 
love and mercy, and now, since He has shown mercy towards me, 
since He has made me His child and an heir of heaven, forgiving 
me all my trespasses, relieving me from the burden of sins, now I. 
will, with the help of God, most earnestly endeavor to hate and shun 
sin in whatever form and manner it may present itself. I am a 
child of God, therefore I will live as such. Thus Peter admonishes 
his readers in our text, v. 13 ff.: “Wherefore,” 2. e., because ye are 
Christians, “gird up the loins ... for I am holy.” 


2. 
Whence does true Christianity come?— This question is plainly 
answered in our text, v. 8: “Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, which, according to His abundant mercy, hath 
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begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead.” Peter ascribes his Christianity and that of 
his fellow-Christians solely to the grace of God in Christ Jesus. This 
holds true with all Christians at all times. True Christianity has 
its origin solely in God, in the mercy and grace of our heavenly . 
Father. After man, by sinning, had departed from his Creator, it 
was God who by grace again opened to mankind the gates of heaven 
by sending His only-begotten Son into the wicked world that by the 
shedding of His innocent blood He should redeem the world from 
the bonds of Satan. It is God who by divine mercy gave unto us 
His divine Word, the glorious Gospel truth, that by the preaching 
of His Word man may come to the knowledge both of his sin and 
of his Savior. .Wherever the Word of God is not preached you will 
in vain seek for true Christianity. Christianity is implanted into 
the heart of man only when, by the means of the Gospel, the grace 
of God shines into the heart of man. St. Paul writes: “No man can 
say that Jesus is the Lord but by the Holy Ghost.” Again: “How, 
then, shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And 
how shall they believe of whom they have not heard? And how 
shall they hear without a preacher? So, then, faith cometh by hear- 
ing, and hearing by the Word of God.” And again: “By grace ye 
are saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift 
of God; not by works, lest any man should boast.” 


Here the question may arise: If it is God alone to whom we 
owe Christianity, what are you to do in order to become a Christian? 
Are you to wait until God by some special method or sign will reveal 
unto you that His grace rests upon you and that He would have you 
be a Christian? Indeed not. He has this long while revealed His 
will toward you, and has also revealed the means by which He would 
kindle faith in your heart. Christ gave this command to His dis- 
ciples: “Go ye and teach all nations!” Again: “Search the Scrip- 
tures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life; and they are they 
which testify of me.” “Blessed are they that hear the Word of God 
and keep it.” Are you a Christian? If not, let me show you a sure 
way to Christianity. Hear the Word of God; search the Scripture! 
By so doing, you will come to the knowledge of sin, but you will also 
learn to say: O the grace and mercy of our heavenly Father which 
He has bestowed upon all, and upon me in particular, by giving 
His only-begotten Son! Faith will be implanted in your heart, and 
you will join with Peter in the words of our text: “Blessed be the 
God... from the dead.” 

By so doing you will also be kept steadfast in faith and thus 
arrive at the desired goal. What is this, or, whither does true 
Christianity lead? 
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3. 

Peter again plainly answers this’ question’ vv. 5. 9: “Who are 
kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation, ready to be 
revealed in the last time . .. receiving the end of your faith, even 
the salvation of your souls.” 

* This does not mean that Christians will enjoy a life here on 
earth which is to be free from care and sorrow. Peter, speaking of 
his Christians, states v. 6: “Now for a season... ye are in heaviness 
through manifold temptations.” The path of a Christian is not a 
path of roses without thorns. On the contrary: “We must through 
much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.” “If any man,” 
says the Lord, “will come after me, let him deny himself and take 
up his cross and follow me.” However, though Christians may 
experience many dreary days and dark nights, when, as Peter states, 
they do not see Him, yet they can and will “rejoice with joy un- 
speakable and full of glory.” They know above the dark clouds the 
heayenly sun is shining. The grace of God is mine, they rejoicingly 
say; He is my Father, I am His child, and nothing will separate 
me from His love. All tribulations are nothing but trials of my 
faith, that “it might be found unto praise and honor and glory at 
the appearing of Jesus Christ.” When He shall come in all His 
glory, He will acknowledge me as an heir of His kingdom; with 
Him I shall pass on that day to the glory of heaven, a glory which 
no eye has seen, no ear has heard, and the thought of which has not 
entered into the heart of any man. There I will be with Him, 
crowned with the crown of life and bliss. I will be with Him; there 
I will see Him, and with all angels and archangels sing glory to Him 
without end. Lo, behold the glorious end of all true Christianity! 

May God grant us all His grace to be true Christians during 
our pilgrimage on earth, to live a life of Christians, and also to die 
the death of Christians, so that, at the coming of Christ in His 
glory, we may hear those blessed words of welcome: “Come, ye 
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the earth!” Amen. H.. ESB, 
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Sermon Outlines. 


Epistle for First Sunday after Easter. 
1 Jon 5, 4—10. 

When Paul recounts his earthly sufferings, Rom. 8, 35 ff., he 
concludes with the statement: “In all these things we are more 
than conquerors.” The glorified saints in heaven are addressed as 
“overcomers,” Rev. 2, 7. 11. 17. 26; 3, 5. 12. 21; 12,11, The life (on aa 
a Christian is a warfare with no uncertain issue; his victory is a 


r 


SERMON OUTLINES. 61. 


foregone conclusion. Even in the throes of death the Christian 
raises a shout of triumph, 1 Cor. 15, 26. 55—57. The secret of this 
marvelous strength is explained in the text before us, which depicts 


THE CHRISTIAN AS CONQUEROR, and shows 


1. What it is that the Christian conquers. Aiea 

V. 4 concludes the statement which began in v. 1. Keeping God’s 
commandments by love of God and love of the brethren has been 
stated to be a matter that is “not grievous” to the Christian, and 
the reason for this is: a Christian overcomes the world. The world, 
then, is the aggregate of all those forees which are opposed to the 
keeping of God’s commandments, and which try to render such 
keeping of the commandments a difficult and an unpleasant task. 
This world exists without (Mal. 1, 13; 3, 14. 15; John 15, 18. 19; 
16, 33; 1 John 2; 16; 5, 19) and within the Christian (Eph. 2; 2). 

This world is overcome by the Christian, because he is born 
of God, 7. e., he is entered into a new life by faith, he is no longer 
worldly-minded but spiritually minded, 1 John 2, 15—17. He sepa- — 
rates himself from the worldly, and mortifies his own flesh. He has, 
the power in himself to enter upon this struggle, and he is actually 
engaged in it, and the effect shows that he is conquering. The world 
of evil men and the world of evil passions within him do not succeed 
in bringing him over to their side, but he defeats their efforts to 
tempt him, and keeps under his, own flesh. 

2. How certain he is of victory. 

The conquering faith of the Christian is faith in Him who has 
said: “Be of good cheer; I have overcome the world,” John 16, 35. 
Faith accepts Christ as the Son of God and His work as the perfect 
atonement for sin, on two grounds: 1) because of the heavenly 
testimony of the Holy Trinity, John 5, 37; Matt. 3,17; 17,5; Rom. 
1, 4; John 3, 11. 13. 16; Hebr. 2, 14. 16; Matt. 3, 16; 2) because 
of the earthly testimony which the Gospel and the sacraments offer 
in behalf of the saving quality of Christ’s work. Of these matters 
there is not only a credible record in the Scriptures, but their power 
is daily manifested in the lives of Christians, and each Christian, 
moreover, is inwardly assured of them by the witness of the Spirit 
in his heart, vv. 6. 10. The faith of a Christian, then, simply ap- 
propriates the victory of Him in whom the Christian believes, and 
applies it to various situations in his own life. As soon as a Chris- 
tian doubts Christ and His Word, his strength vanishes, and his 
support sinks from under him. God is become a liar to him, and 
God’s ordinances for man’s salvation are deceptions in his view. 
But faith in the Conqueror, who is gone before, and still goes before, 
as the Captain of salvation, cannot but overcome every foe, for 
“greater is He that is in the Christian than ‘he that is in the world,” 
1 John 4, 4. 
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Epistle for Fourth Sunday after Easter. 
James 1, 16—21. 


Adam’s reply (Gen. 3, 12) is a veiled accusation against the 
Creator of Eve. God created Eve. Eve brought sin into the world. 
Ergo. — However, Adam’s reply is characteristic of the mind de- 
praved by sin. The union between God and man in his innocent 
state being destroyed, man will not shrink from imputing the worst 
motives to God, from making Him the Author of evil. In the his- 
tory of the human race the depravity inherited from Adam has again 
and again cropped out also in this form, viz., that God has been 
charged with willing, decreeing man’s fall and ruin. There are 
creeds and religions which really rest on this charge as on their 
basic principle. 

Specious arguments, shrewdly propounded, help to popularize 

‘the wicked notion. “Is not God almighty? Is He not able to pre- 
vent every evil? The fact that He does not interfere proves that 
He wills the evil.” Or we hear a callous villain remark: “I am not 
responsible for being as I am. It is my nature to be so; I was made 
to be so.” Yea, we have records of Christians who were being sifted 
by Satan and had the most blasphemous thoughts regarding God 
and His relation to the evil in this world suggested to them. 

St. James has wrestled with this sad aberration of the mind 
in the opening chapter of his Epistle. The lesson for this Sunday 
really begins a few verses ahead. It teaches us 


HOW WE MAY RID OURSELVES OF THE THOUGHT THAT GOD 
IS THE AUTHOR OF EVIL. 


1. By considering who and what God really is, vv. 16. 17. 

a. “Do not err,” viz., in the manner indicated in v. 13. 

b. “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above” — 
this statement draws a dividing line between evil and good. There 
is evil on the hither side of the line, but it has not come from 
yonder side. Only what is good, and all that is good, comes from 
yonder side. f 

c. Nothing but what is good can come from yonder side; for 
God changeth not. His kindness is never eclipsed, His grace never 
extinguished. No fitful tempers agitate the calm serenity of His 
_Iajestic evenness of mind. The sun may be darkened, the moon 
may change her aspect, mountains may depart,'and hills be removed, 
— He is ever the same. With every blush of dawn His mercy 
caresses anew His every handiwork. Is. 54, 10; 51, 6; Lam. 3,-23; 
Is. 33,:2; Ps. 89; 33, / 

d. Therefore: Ps. 92, 15; Deut. 32, 4; Rom. 9, 14. “Through 
cloud or sunshine, Lord, abide with me!” 
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2. By considering what God has done for us, v. 18. 

a. The greatest act of mercy which God shows to man is the 
quickening of the soul dead in trespasses and sins into the glorious, 
joyous life of faith. This establishes fatherly relations of a still 
higher quality than the act of creation between God‘ and the new 
creatures of His grace, Is. 49, 15. 

b. This regenerating act is “by His will.’ It reveals His pro- 
found love. 

ce. It is by an excellently equipped means, which is easy of 
access, and lays no burdens on those who are approached. More- 
over, this means, “the Word of Truth,” is attached also to visible 
signs in the sacraments and made available for every age, and for 
every stage of the new life. 

d. This means is designed for all ages. Some, as firstfruits, 
may be in advance of others in point of time, but God has arranged 
also for the full harvest. ; 

8. By considering how cordially God warns us against evil, 
vv. 19—21. 

a. The cordial address, “My beloved brethren,” twice, vv. 16. 19. 

b. The evil: reckless speech, reckless surrender to vice such as 
fatalists make, reckless rebellion against the good God. 

c. The consequence: loss of the great salvation purchased at 
so great a price, conveyed to us in such an elaborate way, and guarded 
for us with such scrupulous care. 


Prayers for Mission Festival. 


(For Foreign Missions. ) 


Le 


O Lord God, have merey upon us and deliver us from all sin 
and error! We poor sinners beseech Thee to rule and guide Thy 
holy Christian Church, to preserve all ministers and teachers in the 
salutary Word and holy life, to send faithful laborers into Thy 
harvest, and to give Thy Spirit and power to the Word. May it 
please Thee to bless and keep also our congregation and Synod and 
to defend all estates of Christendom. Have mercy upon all men and 
also upon the heathen, who still sit in darkness and shadow of death; 
reveal to them Thy dear Son Jesus Christ, their only salvation; and 
call into His kingdom of grace from all tongues and nations, from 
east and west, from north and south, that Thy house may be filled. 
Direct and bless our mission work by Thy Spirit, send forth faithful 
messengers, guide them safely to their destinations, give their 
preaching open doors to the hearts of the peoples, and keep the newly 
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founded congregations as the apple of Thine eye. Let the preaching eM 
of Thy pure Word be abundantly blessed also in , and hinder i] 
Satan’s devices and assaults. Have mercy upon Thine ancient cove- 
nant people, the Jews. Take the veil of Moses from their eyes that 
they may know their Savior. Oh, that also Ishmael might live before 
Thee, the poor people deceived by the false prophet Mohammed! ie 
Let the cross of Christ again be placed upon the old churches where _ 
now the crescent is seen. Deliver all that are persecuted for the ~ 


witness of Jesus. Hinder all sects, divisions, and offenses. Gather ~ 


all that are scattered. Bring together all Thy children from the ~ 
beginning of the world, that all knees may bow in the name of Jesus, 
and all tongues confess that He is the Lord, to Thy glory. Hear us, 
dear Lord God! Amen. 

2. 


O Lord God, heavenly Father, Thou Savior of all men, who wilt 
have all men to be saved and to come unto the knowledge of the 
truth, who also through Thine only-begotten Son didst give the 
disciples commandment to preach the Gospel to every creature: we ~ 
give Thee praise and thanks, that, before so many millions that still 
sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, Thou hast given us the 
light of Thy Word and caused us to be born in Thy holy Church. 
Forgive us, O merciful God, that we have often held this great blessing 
in slight esteem and made so little use of Thy holy Gospel, and grant 
us grace that we may love Thy Word and gladly hear and learn it. 
‚And we beseech Thee for Thy name’s sake, extend Thy help to all 
those that do not know Thee, kindle everywhere in Christian hearts 
sincere compassion and fervent zeal for mission work, and bless and 
prosper Thy Church with its schools and all the agencies for carrying 
Thy pure and unadulterated Word into the darkness of the heathen 
world. Those of Thy servants who are sent forth as witnesses of 
Thy truth do Thou equip with strength and ability for their holy 
calling, comfort and guide them in their labors, and let the seed of 
the Word which amid trials and hardships they are scattering on the © 
field of the world grow up and bring fruit an hundredfold. Protect 
and preserve the congregations Thou hast already gathered among 
the heathen, and help them to remain faithful to the truth now recog- 
nized by them. Destroy all the works of darkness here and every- 
where, that Thy kingdom may be built up and increased and from the 


‘ rising of the sun unto the going down thereof Thy name be praised, — 


to whom alone honor and adoration is due, from this time forth even 
for evermore. Amen. Communicated by Dr..0. A. Abbetmeyer. 


ERRATUM. 


On p. 17 in February issue, in title-line of first contribution, read N 
Epistle for Gospel. : 


